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' It is a peculiarity of Urdu journalism that almost every scribe 
is simultaneously a poet also. Besides editing Tahreek, a lite¬ 
rary monthly, Gopal Mittal, who has made Delhi his home, writes 
ghazals and nazms. The latest collection of his poems, “Sehra 
mein Azan” is the work of a mature mind. His style is highly 
chiselled and his compositions have a unique lyrical quality. He 
portrays the contradictions in man and society with ruthless 
accuracy, but there is an undercurrent of optimism in all his 


—The Hindustan Times, i 


Engaging Account 

GOPAL MITTAL has spent a major and significant part of his 
life in Lahore. From 1932 to 1947 he was intimately connected with 
the literary, journalistic and political events there. He was a keen 
observer and more oftin a vigilant, active participant. The hook 
is an engaging account of Mittal’s reminiscences of the life he spent 
there. It is a record of the political and literary wrangles, align¬ 
ments and movements, local and provincial, seen through the eyes 
of Gopal Mittal. 

During this period Mittal had the opportunity of having 
intimate associations with budding leaders, newsmen and writers 
some of whom later made their mark in their respective fields. 
Writers who flit about through the pages include eminent names 
like Salik, Salahuddin Ahmed, Hafeez, Ahsan Danish, Manlana 
Tajwar, Hari Chand Akhtar, M. Aslam, Ahdul Hamid Adam, 
Akhtar Shirani. Some of the noted progressive writers who figure 
prominently include Krishan Chander, Sahir Ludhianvi, Faiz, 
Manto and others. Political leaders and journalists like Dr. Gopi 
Chand Bhargwa, Dr Satya Pal, M.N. Roy, Maulana Zafr Ali, 
Mahashay Khushal Chand, Ranhir, Din Dayal Bhatia and Bari are 
also there, A number of the personalities who find mention in this 
book are now no mote. 


Gapal MitUI, during the period 1932-47, has played varied 
roles ; editor, translator, journalist, campaigner, trade tmion leader 
etc. And he naturally had the distinction of knowing certain 
intimate even hitherto imknown aspects of the persons with whom 
he came into touch and who find mention in his book. 

Nearness to events and persons does not hlur Mittal’s vision. 
For example, while describing the emergence of the Progressive 
movement, Mittal does not exhibit any bias or prejudice hut on 
the contrary displays a remarkable grace, insight and rmderstand- 
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ing. This is ooe of the most redeeming features of the book and 
that is what makes it truly readable. It is a fascinating, penetrating 

The book is punctuated with several interesting human 
interest episodes. The noted Urdu writer, Krishan Chander, 
during the days when he was k a struggling young man has been 
portrayed thus : “Krishan Chander was very kind to me. He him¬ 
self led a systematic life and wanted me to be methodical. He was 
dress-conscious and possessed the tact of establishing and develop¬ 
ing contacts. He often told me, two things arc essential for 
success : Elegant dress and a reasonable place to entertain friends." 

—Indian Express, New Delhi 
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Flash Back 






Good old days 








Pre-Partition Lahore 


Gopal Mittal’s latest book “Lahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya” 
between 1932 and 1947—an era of momentous historical interest 


The author has delienated the characters that moved on 
the stage of that tragic play. Many of them are unknown to 
historians, although they played feature roles in the making of 
history. Others are famous or infamous, and are to be found 
between the pages of dry historical tomes behind dates and figures, 
which bristle all around them. 

These names have come down to us without our really 
knowing them as human beings, with all the weakness and 
strength of a human being. But Mr. Mittal has quickened them 
to living, loving, hating members of mankind. 

Many of them are dead and to their little-known, or even 
unknown, foibles and characteristics make them appear more 
human. Others, who are still alive, come nearer to us when 
we see their mini-joys-and-sorrows so clearly brought out by this 
master writer’s pen. 

The hook is in the nature of biographical sketches combined 
with the bitter-sweet truths of those years. If for nothing else, 
‘Lahore Ka Jo Zikr Kiya’ makes pleasurable reading. Mr. 
Mittal, who is an equally facile English writer, has a mastery over 
the Urdu language that is second to none. To read his hooks 
is to learn the hidden beauO', the exquisite charm and the correct 


—Poona Herald, Pool 
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